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From t he Pastordos Desk:

By the time you get this, we will be living in the year 2012. | know you hear this every year as
calendar rolls over to another year, but | feel it is worth saying again, and again, and again. 1
GOING TO BE A GREAT YEAR WITH LOTS OF NEW POSSIBILITIES COMING OUR WAY|

year that God brings a new pastor to Forest Hills. This is the year that we will see a number
new faces in worship on Sunday morning. This is the year that we will discover some new di
tions for our ministry as a congregation. This is the year that several of our members will disg

talents that they never thought they had. This will be the year that our congregation will grow
only in numbers, but in spirit. Wo w! | s
holding out there for us!

Now, hereds the key: We have to be open

there is a opportunity for missions (or anything else) and we go knocking on that door and it @

opens doors for us and God closes doors on us. We need to trust God to lead us in the dire
He wants us to go.

| can tell you that living by this policy we can have one of the most exciting congregations in t
Presbytery, in the community, i ndeed in
help us to be Godds community of faith in
Constantly ask God in Prayer for His direction

Dondt be afraid of new ideas or met hods
Dondt worry about finances, if God is 1in

Always enlist the whole congregation in a new venture
Trust the Elders to guide us as we grow
Welcome all newcomers

Resubmit everything to God with prayers of thanksgiving

for us as a time for new and exciting opportunities to love and serve the sheep of His pasture
Bob Button , Interim Pasto

not open, then God is telling us something. | call this the Open Door/Closed Door policy. Gij
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| really believe that. God is holding some really great opportunities for us in 2012. This will be the
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gives us a vision, we need to be ready to walk through that door. On the other hand, if we think

oes

May the God of Peace be with us as we venture forth into this new Year which God has provided
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News from the Session

The December Stated Session Meeting was cancelled.

There will be a Called Session Meeting, Sunday, January 8,2012 @ 10:30 AM, in the garlor, f
the purpose of examining the newly elected Elder members of the Session. These Elders wil

be ordained and/or installed during the worship service following our meeting.

Ron Ferrill, Clerk of Sessio

From Your Church Treasurer: ~ Something New for 2012!

This year when you pick up your church offering envelopes you will note that they are fot
dated. Every year for the past few years we have ordered envelopes that are dated and num
bered. The problem is that we always had a number of boxes left over that could not b

used the next year and had to be thrown away. We have solved that problem by orderifpg
envelopes without specific dates and without numbers. Now, the envelopes we do notjuse
this year can be used for next year. At the same time those of you who give once a mdgnth
will have enough envelopes in one box to cover four years. In our effort to cut down o

waste and conserve funds, we are asking that you (those of you who want a box of enye-
lopes) remember to put your name and the date on the envelope. Even if you write a gheck,
you may want to use an envel ope. Your Jhe

little easier. Thanks! Marty Sherwood

Large -print bulletins are available on Sunday mornings.

Please ask an usher if you would like one.
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Mission Ministry

December was busy. We purchased and de-
livered 75 blankets to Grace Network to distrib-
ute to the poor. | have to give Wal-Mart a lot of
credit for enabling this to happen. They gave
us a 33% discount on the blankets which
added 25 blankets to the total we could buy.
Many thanks to them. This is the third year they
have done this for us but this year, they were
more generous than ever.

We delivered Angel Tree Gifts to 22 children in
13 families. Delivering the gifts is an eye
opener in many ways and makes you especially
thankful for what we in our church have and
take for granted. Also, it opens your eyes as to
the genuine appreciation and need of the recipi-
ents.

I n January, we wi |l |-
mission-trip-y e ar . 0 Pl ease ¢
least one of them. Everyone who went last year
thought it was a wonderful and fulfilling experi-
ence. John Matthews 638-8565 or
jjmatthews@comcast.net

be

Fellowship Ministry

The Choir Reception was held on December
18. As the session representative of this minis-
try | would like to thank the following workers:
Linda Mitchell; chef, planner, and major cook,
Elaine and Ron Ferrill, Rita and Mike Hodges,
Louise Lindsay, Helen and Bill Colvin, Mitchell
and Teresa Walsh, Betty Muir, and Mary Ellen
Stone. The Choir Reception could not have
been done without their hard work, tired legs
and aching backs, and a commitment to honor-
ing our fantastic choir members. The Fellow-
ship Ministry is glad to have a break for a few
weeks! We have hired people to clean both
kitchens thoroughly after the New Year. They
will wash all shelves, dishes, floors, etc. Both
rooms will sparkle after they finish. Judy Mat-
thews 638-8565 or jjmatthews@comcast.net

Congregational Care Ministry

Our next meeting will be held on Monday,
January 9 at noon
will love to have any and all join our ministry.
Please contact me with questions. Nancy
Coble, 806-1475 or coblens@comcast.net

at

Finance Ministry

The finance ministry is pleased to report that Forest
Hills has received $233,685 in prorated revenues
through November 30, 2011. This compares to
$251,318 in expenditures for a net loss of $17,633.
Actual revenues are higher due to the fact that some
members gave their 2011 pledges in full at the begin-
ning of the year. Income and expenses appear to be
on track with our 2011 budget.

In early January 2012, we will tally the 2012 pledges
received to date and will compare 2012 pledges with
our 2012 budgeted expenditures with the goal of ap-
proving our 2012 budget by mid-January. | should
have our final 2011 numbers to report in the February
2012 Forest Hills Newsletter.

Thank you all for your generous support of Forest
Hills. Please feel free to contact me with any ques-
domspor sug@estioms. Vil Vaughn, 722-7198 or
w_vheghn@yahdoltaggn o n at
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Worship Ministry

We have had quite a year! Worship has been differ-
ent in some ways, and the same in other good ways!
We had three wonderful Christmas services, if you did
not come you really missed out! Thanks to Bob, Bar-
bara, Jim and Marcy, and Joan for working so hard to
put things together. Christmas day we had a real
treat! Our newest choir member Alberto played and
sang a song he wrote describing Christmas in his na-
tive Columbia. It was wonderful, he had us all clap-
ping! There were a lot of others on the sidelines that
made a real difference in our Christmas experience at
Forest Hills. Bob and Arlene Dunn making the window
arrangements with the candles, all those that came
and helped decorate, those poor folks that came and
watered poinsettias every week, Judy Mathews orders
the wreaths every year, and Lucy put a wreath down
the hill on the new sign! Preparing communion twice
Christmas eve, thanks to Judy, Geri and Linda for that!
There are more folks that do a lot, forgive me for not
mentioning every name. All of these things add up to
fellowship, which in turn enhances worship. And when
we worship together we worship with Him! How can it
get better than that! | for one was pretty stressed out
and under the weather through a lot of the Holiday
season. Worship at Forest Hills brought me right back
tomeglizing paakitiisal,abquty Make it aygaint to be at
Church this year, and all of the extra activities too.
You wondét be sorry! HE pr
we gather in his name! Andy Lyford 732-6291 or
alyfords@comcast.net
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i Pagel Sunday Mornings
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When you consider the decaying moral and ethical climate X
in our world, its easy to lose hope But Jesus has called us B location
to be Salt and Light . . . to preserve and illuminate the world
around us. In this fouspart series, Andy Stanley unpacks

what It means to be salt a

Continuing into Januaryduring
The Gathering, at 9:30 am in Common Groun

Join the Adult Sunday School Class in fellow-
ship and study of the book of Paul 0s
the Romans, led by George Gutshall. They

; ; meet in the multi - purpose room at 9:45.

L

Worship service begins at
11:00 in the Sanctuary.

Children join the adults for the first part
of the service, then move to the Chapel for
Kidstuf following the anthem.

Nursery opens at 9:30

et



Christmas Choir Program Page i

Joyous sounds filled our sanctuary on December 18, 2011 with the Choir Presentation of
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